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Policy 
Sonoma County Regional Parks is an advocate of responsible outdoor recreation and recognizes 

the value of Geocaching as an appropriate use of park property. The activity of Geocaching has 

recently increased in popularity, and Park staff believes this activity has a limited impact on 

natural resources when conducted responsibly. Geocaching in Regional Parks will be subject to 

the limitations and restrictions listed in this policy.  

 

Procedures 
Geocachers interested in placing a cache in a Sonoma County Regional Park should review 

available placement areas within their park(s) of interest on Geocaching.com. Regional Parks 

will work with Geocaching.com to designate areas within the parks where geocaching is 

prohibited due to sensitive natural, cultural or historic resources. Sonoma County Regional Parks 

retains the right to remove a cache that is deemed to be in an inappropriate location, causing 

undue impact on the park resources or for any reason is deemed inconsistent with the mission 

and/or statutes of the Sonoma County Regional Parks.  

 

Cache Placement 
 All caches must be registered on Geocaching.com 

 Placement of a cache must adhere to all Sonoma County Regional Park Ordinances.  

 Cache placers must notify the Regional Parks of new cache placement within 30 days via 

email or written letter. 

 Placement of the cache shall not require any change to the natural environment such as 

digging. The person hiding a cache may use nearby items to aid in concealing the cache if 

the items are already loose on the ground. 

 Caches are not allowed within 200 feet of stream, marshes, ponds, or other bodies of 

water unless there is an existing sanctioned Regional Parks trail at that location.  

 Caches shall not be placed near or cause any travel near natural or historically sensitive 

areas. 

 Marks shall not be placed on features to aid in the locating of a cache. 

 Inconspicuous caches may be placed on or inside Regional Parks Structures and Facilities 

that are open to the public on a regular basis. Caches may be attached by magnet to 

unpainted metallic surfaces, but may not be affixed via nails, screws, tape, staples, or any 

other fastener that may damage the structure.  

 Caches shall not be attached to any historic, archaeological, or geologic feature. 
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 Materials used to hang geocachers must be sturdy in nature and not subject to rapid 

degradation when exposed to the elements. Inappropriate materials include fishing line, 

tape, string, etc. Caches may be hung with sturdy wire in a manner that will not harm the 

plant or feature to which they are affixed.  

 Caches must be placed near sanctioned Regional Parks trails. Off-trail hiking is 

prohibited. 

 Cache placers must use environmentally friendly practices when placing a cache. A 

guideline of Leave No Trace principles is available through the Leave No Trace Center 

For Outdoor Ethics, http://www.lnt.org/programs/principles.php. 

 

Cache Contents 
 Geocache must not contain any food or scented items. 

 Geocache must not contain any illegal, obscene, or hazardous materials. 

 

Cache Containers 
 Containers must be of a sturdy nature, impervious to water and able to be secured in such 

a way that wildlife is unable to gain access to the container and the feature to which the 

cache is attached is unharmed. 

 No unmarked tubes, containers marked “biohazard” or “hazardous material” or similar 

suspicious-looking containers will be allowed. Any suspicious logos or labels on the 

containers must be removed or covered by a geocache label.  

 Containers shall be labeled 'Geocache' and the name of the cache as it appears on 

Geocaching.com. Caches that are too small to accommodate an external label must 

contain a log with the name of the cache as it appears on Geocaching.com. 

 

Park Staff Procedure 
 Regional Parks will work with Geocaching.com to delineate areas within parks where 

caches may not be placed.  

 If Park staff discovers a compliance issue regarding a cache that is an immediate hazard 

to life, property, vegetation or wildlife, they are authorized to immediately remove the 

cache and notify a Park Ranger. Non-emergent compliance issues with caches can be 

reported to Park Rangers with the cache left in place. 

 The Supervising Ranger and his or her designees shall have the authority to remove any 

geocache where the placement is deemed inappropriate and incompatible with the 

protection of park resources, park facilities, or other park use. 

 Regional Parks staff will make a reasonable effort to contact the cache owner before 

removing a cache to correct a problem or arrange for the owner to retrieve the cache.  

 All geocaches shall be considered abandoned property without value, therefore Regional 

Parks has no responsibility to maintain, preserve, protect or replace any geocache or the 

contents of any geocache placed on or removed from Sonoma County Regional Parks 

land. 


